
B.   Called Meeting of the Washington County Board of Education – 25 February 2014. 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in called session at 5:30 p.m. on 25 February 

2014 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Chad Williams, 

Vice-chairman William Brinkley, Clarence Mabe, Keith Ervin, Todd Ganger, Jack Leonard, 

David Hammond, Mary Lo Silvers and Phillip McLain. 

Mr. Williams called the meeting to order. 

After a brief moment of silence, Mr. Brinkley led the pledge to the flag. 

Mr. Williams requested to add discussion of the cameras intended for teacher evaluations as Item 

IV on the agenda. 

The Chairman explained the self-evaluation and its purpose.  The Board reviewed the items with 

greatest success. The Board then reviewed the items of greatest concerns. 

Mr. Williams noted the next item on the agenda was the Fuelz Card program and turned the 

meeting over to the Director. 

The Director distributed copies of a map of Washington County that indicated the locations of 

fueling stations accessible for school buses to utilize and their proximity to the school campuses.  

He noted that buses serving the south side of the county; Jonesborough Elementary, 

Jonesborough Middle, David Crockett High, Lamar Elementary, and Grandview Elementary 

were the schools with the most difficulty of accessing fueling stations.   

The Board discussed the option of phasing in the fuelz card program. 

Mr. Mabe made a motion to implement the Fuelz Card program for the schools, but to exclude 

Jonesborough Elementary, Jonesborough Middle, David Crockett High, Lamar Elementary, and 

Grandview Elementary Schools and to review in one year to put in place for the schools on the 

south side of the county.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion. 

Ms. Silvers asked for input from the Director.  Mr. Dykes reminded the Board the reason for 

considering implementing the program was because of the environmental impact, liability, 

accountability of fuel usage, and safety concerns of current tanks located on school campuses.  

He said he would support the program and the need to remove the existing fuel tanks on school 

campuses. 

Mr. Leonard moved to amend the motion to include that all fuel tanks be removed from school 

sites and all buses with lack of access to the fueling stations utilize the station at the bus garage.  

Mr. Brinkley seconded the motion. 

Following further discussion, Mr. Leonard and Mr. Brinkley withdrew the amendment to the 

motion and second.  Mr. Mabe and Mr. Hammond also withdrew the original motion and second. 

 

 



Mr. Leonard made a motion to accept the Fuelz Card program for all buses; bus drivers can 

either access the fueling station nearest them or they can go to the bus garage to fuel up their bus. 

And all fuel tanks will be removed from school sites.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which 

carried on roll call vote: yes votes- McLain, Leonard, Brinkley, Silvers, Hammond, Williams;  

no votes - Mabe, Ganger, Ervin. 

 

Mr. Hammond presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Brinkley seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.   

Mr. Hammond moved for the Committee’s recommendation for the Director of Schools and 

Director of Finance develop an administrative policy to allow instructional assistants and food 

service personnel to be paid at a rate of 50% of the number of allowable days missed for 

inclement weather.  Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll call 

vote:  yes votes - Mabe, Ganger, Ervin, McLain, Leonard, Brinkley, Silvers, Hammond, and 

Williams. 

The Chairman asked Mr. Dykes to give an update on the teacher evaluation cameras.   

Mr. Dykes informed the Board that Washington County was one of nineteen school systems to 

be chosen as a pilot for the cameras.  He said the cameras were intended to be used as a tool for 

self reflection in the evaluation process of teachers.  The Director added that only the evaluator 

and the teacher being observed had access to the video.   

Dr. Bill Flanary provided an overview of the detailed process of using the cameras.   

The Director reported the use of the cameras is still on hold until legal questions have been 

answered from the State Department of Education. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 


